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RESEARCH INTERESTS 

The anaerobic ribonucleotide reductase (aRNR) long range activation mechanism 
• Protein expression and purification 
• Spectroscopic characterisation 
• Protein crystallisation and X-ray diffraction 
• Protein CryoEM  
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2019-2023 Postdoctoral researcher – Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Stockholm 

University, Sweden.  
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Paris. (PSL research University) 
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2011   Technical degree internship in the laboratory iMoPa, Nancy, France 
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SUMMARY 

Ornella began her academic journey with a two-year technical degree in Biotechnology, followed by 
a Bachelor's in Life Sciences, and a Master's in Protein Biochemistry in Paris. She then pursued a PhD 
at the Laboratory of Chemistry of Biological Processes, Collège de France, focusing on the “TtcA-TtuA 
enzyme family involved in tRNA thiolation”. After completing her PhD in 2018, she continued her 
research as a Postdoctoral Fellow at Stockholm University under Prof. Britt-Marie Sjöberg, “studying 
ribonucleotide reductases (RNRs) and their transcriptional regulator, NrdR”. In 2024, she received a 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship to explore the activation mechanisms of anaerobic 
ribonucleotide reductases in Fontecave's research group. 
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