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Kreyòl = fondasyon konesans ak libète…
JEAN-JACQUES DESSALINES (1758–1806) kòm sosyolengwis

2
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Kreyòl : fondasyon konesans ak libète depi digdantan —
JEAN-JACQUES DESSALINES (1758–1806) TE DEJA KONN SA !
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Kreyòl = fondasyon konesans ak libète
ÉTIENNE ÉLIE GÉRIN (1807) TE KONN SA TOU, WI !

4
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Lekòl tèt an ba ki derefize kwè #ToutLangSeLang

@
M

IT
Ha

iti
 

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024
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Click 👉

https://mit-ayiti.net/pratik-jeton-nan-lekol-nan-peyi-d-ayiti/


Lekòl tèt an ba — selon Carl Brouard (1902–1965) nan : 

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024
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Lekòl tèt an wo ?  — selon Joseph C. Bernard 
(30 mas 1982 @ Ministè Edikasyon Nasyonal)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024
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Click 👉

https://mit-ayiti.net/istwa-politik-lengwistik/
https://mit-ayiti.net/istwa-politik-lengwistik/
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Lekòl tèt an ba ki (te ?) derefize kwè #ToutLangSeLang

@MichelDeGraff, William Scott Frager, Haynes Miller

Click
👉

https://math.mit.edu/~hrm/papers/lenouvelliste-eng-20230528.pdf


Lekòl tèt an ba ki (te ?) derefize kwè #ToutMounSeMoun
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Konsekans lekòl tèt an ba sou idantite ti moun yo
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Click
 👉

https://ayibopost.com/entre-peur-et-colorisme-les-poupees-noires-meprisees-dans-les-magasins-en-haiti/
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« As a child in Haiti,
I was taught to
despise my language
and myself »
@NYTimes

Cl
ic

k 
👉

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/14/opinion/haiti-kreyol-creole-language-education.html?unlocked_article_code=mckLfv955QjZeZCDliYI7r7BIzGjWuA3U4jGuZEsYJ24KSkAp8Pq1crnbZSxjw69wPcPQ4lMVkaNxCHH4_A7axXV8QpCHqKW_sR_ArO1h_6bZJAmaWcBgd_jyS3aISSS42HyBJ1SZA7VXzuUXkEKIowmIg30F8lGz-47ZlrY2FpvXFdCp4lygmJArpdjAnJ57MyAQHfpSsd2fMtheOX1YWSj3MOfLwbqiyuMhBrmGdWAlBz0w1tKrH4lnaq8047ApKXHiyNdsClAQyWvWaGaf_pIWhq6QeZiZsRORtpOdFdyW4XtWfdxU7t7R6v_m2jO_GOtb-p9h7qyARGmFYhlp448FniExe4GbAtGymvNGFQ&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/14/opinion/haiti-kreyol-creole-language-education.html?unlocked_article_code=mckLfv955QjZeZCDliYI7r7BIzGjWuA3U4jGuZEsYJ24KSkAp8Pq1crnbZSxjw69wPcPQ4lMVkaNxCHH4_A7axXV8QpCHqKW_sR_ArO1h_6bZJAmaWcBgd_jyS3aISSS42HyBJ1SZA7VXzuUXkEKIowmIg30F8lGz-47ZlrY2FpvXFdCp4lygmJArpdjAnJ57MyAQHfpSsd2fMtheOX1YWSj3MOfLwbqiyuMhBrmGdWAlBz0w1tKrH4lnaq8047ApKXHiyNdsClAQyWvWaGaf_pIWhq6QeZiZsRORtpOdFdyW4XtWfdxU7t7R6v_m2jO_GOtb-p9h7qyARGmFYhlp448FniExe4GbAtGymvNGFQ&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/14/opinion/haiti-kreyol-creole-language-education.html?unlocked_article_code=mckLfv955QjZeZCDliYI7r7BIzGjWuA3U4jGuZEsYJ24KSkAp8Pq1crnbZSxjw69wPcPQ4lMVkaNxCHH4_A7axXV8QpCHqKW_sR_ArO1h_6bZJAmaWcBgd_jyS3aISSS42HyBJ1SZA7VXzuUXkEKIowmIg30F8lGz-47ZlrY2FpvXFdCp4lygmJArpdjAnJ57MyAQHfpSsd2fMtheOX1YWSj3MOfLwbqiyuMhBrmGdWAlBz0w1tKrH4lnaq8047ApKXHiyNdsClAQyWvWaGaf_pIWhq6QeZiZsRORtpOdFdyW4XtWfdxU7t7R6v_m2jO_GOtb-p9h7qyARGmFYhlp448FniExe4GbAtGymvNGFQ&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/14/opinion/haiti-kreyol-creole-language-education.html?unlocked_article_code=mckLfv955QjZeZCDliYI7r7BIzGjWuA3U4jGuZEsYJ24KSkAp8Pq1crnbZSxjw69wPcPQ4lMVkaNxCHH4_A7axXV8QpCHqKW_sR_ArO1h_6bZJAmaWcBgd_jyS3aISSS42HyBJ1SZA7VXzuUXkEKIowmIg30F8lGz-47ZlrY2FpvXFdCp4lygmJArpdjAnJ57MyAQHfpSsd2fMtheOX1YWSj3MOfLwbqiyuMhBrmGdWAlBz0w1tKrH4lnaq8047ApKXHiyNdsClAQyWvWaGaf_pIWhq6QeZiZsRORtpOdFdyW4XtWfdxU7t7R6v_m2jO_GOtb-p9h7qyARGmFYhlp448FniExe4GbAtGymvNGFQ&smid=em-share
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1. Kontribisyon Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain nan lengwistik ak 
etid kreyòl an ba gwojemoni

2. Istorik chenn mantal yo—orijin jeyo politik ; lengwistik « tèt 
an ba », goumen ant « moun  an wo » ak « moun an ba »

3. Sèl dekolonyal pou n dezonbifye epi kraze chenn mantal yo 
à lang, lengwistik & lekòl kòm zam pou liberasyon

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

An n evalye travay lengwistik Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain
pami jefò syantifik pou n analize e valorize 

idantite nou, mounite nou, lang nou



Kontribisyon prensipal Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain
nan lengwistik ak etid sou lang kreyòl



Jean Comhaire, 1982

« Hommage à ma femme »

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ochan pou
Le créole haïtien : Morphologie et syntaxe

Morris Goodman

Columbia University, 1964



Ochan pou
Le créole haïtien : Morphologie et syntaxe
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@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Jules Faine (1936) vs. Suzanne Sylvain (1936)



Kesyon George Sylvain (1866–1925, papa Suzanne)
sou lang kreyòl Ayiti a (Cric ? Crac ! —1901)



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Kontribisyon Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain
nan rechèch syantifik sou lang kreyòl Ayiti a



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Kontribisyon syantifik Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain 



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Kontribisyon syantifik Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

“A large-scale study of languages shows that the grammar of 
creoles ... are composed from the grammars of other languages 
that preceded them rather than being innovated from scratch.”



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ki plas ANALIZ Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain yo
nan jefò pou n kraze chenn mantal kolonyal ?



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ki plas ANALIZ Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain yo
nan jefò pou n kraze chenn mantal kolonyal ?



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

« Relexification » : Vèsyon 1998 analiz SCS 1936
Click 👉

http://web.mit.edu/linguistics/people/faculty/degraff/degraff2002relexification_a_reevaluation.pdf


1. SVO nan Gbe

2. SOV nan Gbe

3. SVO nan Kreyòl

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Men, ipotèz « vokabilè franse nan moul afriken » sa a 
(= « releksifikasyon ») pa kenbe.  Gade done sa yo :

Mwen manje diri ‘I eat rice’
M ap manje diri ‘’I am eating rice’

Clic
k 👉

http://web.mit.edu/linguistics/people/faculty/degraff/degraff2002relexification_a_reevaluation.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/linguistics/people/faculty/degraff/degraff2002relexification_a_reevaluation.pdf


@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ki sa ANALIZ Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain yo
montre nou sou konba kont chenn mantal kolonyal ?
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Ki moun ki te menntò Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain ?
Lilias Homburger (1880–1969)
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Ki moun ki te menntò Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain ?
Melville Herskovits (1885–1963)



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Melville Herskovits (1885–1963)
Angle nwa ameriken = lang afriken + vokabilè angle ?
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Benito Sylvain (1868–1915) : Panafrikanis kolonyal
Du sort des indigènes dans les colonies d’exploitation (1901)
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Benito Sylvain (1868–1915) : Panafrikanis kolonyal



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Jean Price-Mars (1868–1915) : Negritid kolonyal
soti nan La vocation de l’élite (1919) …

Click 👉

https://www.facebook.com/michel.degraff/posts/10157290176543872


@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Jean Price-Mars (1868–1915) : Negritid kolonyal
… pase nan Ainsi parla l’oncle (1928) …

Click 👉

https://www.facebook.com/michel.degraff/posts/10157290176543872
https://www.facebook.com/michel.degraff/posts/10157290176543872


@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Jean Price-Mars (1868–1915) : Negritid kolonyal
… rive nan « Position d’Haïti et la culture française en Amérique » (1956) 

Click 👉

https://www.facebook.com/michel.degraff/posts/pfbid032JQSynKH5NCi4RVBoVZEcJsLXkd8B4LPdKUpVAc5LisPSKgNRbfNfXweYiw2tD6El


Orijin chenn mantal yo :  chenn metal kolonyal

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Atis 
: Pierre Chevelin

nan ekspozisy
on « Kafe anmé ; k

afe solèy »

(Delegasyon Pèmanan Ayiti @
UNESCO

Click 👉

https://iacpl.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/DeGraff-1.pdf


@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Orijin lide « tèt an ba » sou lang kreyòl yo :

1. Atitid negatif ak teyori « eksepte » konsènan lang kreyòl yo se 
konsekans banal « misyon sivilizatris » Ewopeyen yo 

2. Teyori sa yo soti nan repons sou yon kesyon ki fondamantal:  
Èske « kretyen » ewopeyen ki « eklere » ta ka pran MOUN  pou 
fè yo tounen ESKLAV (= byen lòt moun)?  

3. Ewopeyen yo te oblije sèvi ak lasyans kòm zouti pou yo eseye 
demounifye Afriken yo — pou yo ka jistifye esklavaj sou baz (swa 
dizan) « syantifik ».  

Click 👉

http://lingphil.mit.edu/papers/degraff/degraff2005fallacy_of_creole_exceptionalism.pdf


Lang se zam pou dominasyon

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

1. An 1492, Antonio de Nebrija te deklare premye liv gramè panyòl 
li a te ka ede Rèn Espay (Isabella) konkeri Lamerik.

2. An 1835, pawòl Thomas MacCaulay, kolon angle nan peyi Enn : 
« Tout literati nan lang sanskrit la enferyè devan nenpòt ki ti liv 
wòwòt ki sèvi nan jaden d anfan ann Angletè.  Nou menm blan 
britanik, n oblije sèvi ak angle pou n edike yon pèp endyen ki pa 
ka aprann nan lang matènèl yo. »

3. An 1974, Prezidan Lafrans : « Pouvwa ekonomik ak kilti yon peyi 
se 2 fòs ki makonnen ansanm.  ... Se poutèt sa nou dwe toujou ap 
gaye lang ak kliti franse tou patou sou latè, san rete. »



1. Gramè lang kreyòl yo se « pou moun ki pa gen lespri » 
(Saint-Quentin 1872)

2. « Lang kreyòl se adaptasyon lang ewopeyen pou ras ki 
enferyè » (Dictionnaire, Sciences Anthropologiques, 1889)

3. « Lang kreyòl yo se  fosil lengwistik » (Bickerton 1982)
4. « Lang kreyòl yo pral mouri anba gran lang entènasyonal 

yo nan ‘dekreyolizasyon’... » (Valdman 1987)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Atitid mi wo mi ba sou lang kreyòl yo
Click 👉

http://lingphil.mit.edu/papers/degraff/degraff2005fallacy_of_creole_exceptionalism.pdf


@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Atitid mi wo mi ba sou lang kreyòl yo



1. « Pa gen yon pi bon zouti pase [lang Franse] pou ede 
yon Ayisyen ki vle devlope mantalman. » (Anténor 
Firmin, 1885)

2. « [Kreyòl] se yon lang ki fèmen sou li menm: chapant 
li etwat e limite. ... Òtograf li pa fikse, sentaks li pa 
fikse. » (Hénock Trouillot, 1980)

3. « Kreyòl pa sèlman limite nou. Kreyòl rann nou 
enfim. » (Leslie Manigat, 2010—sitasyon nan atik 
Lemète Zéphyr)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Atitid mi wo mi ba sou lang kreyòl yo
Click 👉

http://lingphil.mit.edu/papers/degraff/degraff_20130414_kreyol_ak_teknoloji_nan_edikasyon_ann_Ayiti_rev1023.pdf


1. « Nou pa te ka ekri an kreyòl.  Mwen pa menm 
konnen si ekri an kreyòl se yon bagay nou ka menm 
konsevwa. Se lang kreyòl la ki fè Matinik gen yon 
nivo kiltirèl ki ba kon sa.  Se yon lang ki pa fouti 
esprime lide abstrè » (Aimé Césaire, 1978) 

2. « Kreyòl se yon lang kote ou pa ka esprime lide ki 
abstrè. » (Raphaël  Confiant, 2000)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Atitid mi wo mi ba sou lang kreyòl yo
Click 👉

http://lingphil.mit.edu/papers/degraff/degraff_20130414_kreyol_ak_teknoloji_nan_edikasyon_ann_Ayiti_rev1023.pdf
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Atitid mi wo mi ba kont kreyòl … 
… ata nan UNESCO
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Could there ever be

a « genetic » category 

« Creole languages » 

DISTINCT fro
m that of 

« Language » ?!? 😱

Click 👉

https://x.com/MichelDeGraff/status/1512204470003806228
https://x.com/MichelDeGraff/status/1512204470003806228


Se TOUT lang ki gen « melanj » ki soti nan kontak  
(Mufwene, Aboh, DeGraff, Aboh & DeGraff, eks.)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Some 2000 years ago…

Latin
Catalan
Spanish
Provençal

Italian
Portuguese
Romanian

French

Some 500 years ago…

Haitian Creole
Martinican Creole
Guyanais Creole
Mauritius Creole
Seychelles Creole
...

Mufwene 2005: Creoles, écologie sociale, évolution linguistique.  Paris : L’Harmattan

Click 👉

http://linguistics.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/aboh-and-degraff-2017-null-theory-of-creole-formation.pdf
http://linguistics.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/aboh-and-degraff-2017-null-theory-of-creole-formation.pdf
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1. Vokabilè ak chapant lang angle pi « melanje » pase kreyòl ayisyen ki  
« pi kreyòl pase tout lòt lan kreyòl yo » ! Pa egzanp, plis pase 65% mo 
angle pran rasin nan lang ki PA soti nan gwoup lang jèmanik yo. 

2. kitchen (coquina ), pan (panna ), cup (cuppa ), dish (discas ), parsley 
(petrosilium ) ...

3. priest  (presbyter ), bishop (episcopus ), nun  (nonna ), angel (angelus ) 
...

4. ex- (ex  nan expatriare ),  pre- (prœ  nan prœcursor ),  pro- (pro  nan 
procla- mare ),  dis- (dis  nan disjunctio ),  re-,  (re  nan recreare ),  
inter-  (inter  nan intermuralis ) ...

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

E poutan pa gen okenn baz syantifik pou koze anti 
kreyòl sa yo.  Lang angle a pi « kreyòl » pase kreyòl !



Pifò mo kreyòl ayisyen, ata afiks yo, soti nan franse.  Egzanp:
1. -te (< Fr -té ) nan  bèlte
2. de- (< Fr de-) nan derespekte
3. en- (< Fr in-) nan enkoutab
4. -ab (< Fr -able ) nan enkoutab
5. -ay/-aj (< Fr –age) nan plasay/plasaj
6. -è (< Fr -eur ) nan djòlè
7. -e (n ) (< Fr -er ), nan gade, admire,  mennen,  mache,  grennen
8. -en /-èn (< Fr.  -en /-enne ) nan Dominiken

ak Dominikèn
@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

An n konpare lang angle ak lang kreyòl sou plan 
« vokabilè ki melanje »



9. -èt (< Fr -ette ), as in Boukinèt
10. -man (< Fr -ment ) nan  kozman
11. -man (< Fr -ment ) nan kòrèkteman
12. -syon (< Fr -tion ) nan admirasyon
13. -adò (< Panyòl -dor ) nan babyadò
14. ...
15. ...   [Ki lòt egzanp ?]

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

An n rapousuiv konparezon an:



1. Angle, ki se yon lang ki swadizan « jenetik » lang, gen 65% nan 
vokabilè ki soti nan lang ki pa nan fanmi lang jèmanik yo.

2. Etimoloji pifò vokabilè lang kreyòl Ayiti a (ata afiks yo!) se nan 
franse yo soti.  E poutan yo di kreyòl la pa « jenetik » (egal: yo di li 
« san manman » — mèsi Frantz Gourdet pou tradiksyon sa a!)

3. Lang anglè pli melanje (pli « makawoni » !) pase lang kreyòl la.
4. Angle genlè pi « kreyòl » pase kreyòl ki genlè se lang ki pi 

« kreyòl » pase tout lang.
  
    SA SE YON GWO KONTRADIKSYON WI!   

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ki di donk:



1. « Sou plan lengwistik, konsèp « kreyòl » la se yon konsèp ki pa kenbe 
lè w gade koze a pre.  Lang ‘kreyòl’ yo se lang menm jan ak tout 
lang. » (Muysken 1988)

1. « Pifò lide sou lang kreyòl yo se rezilta prejije rasis ki te nannan 
sistèm esklavajis la » (Meijer & Muysken 1977)

@MICHELDEGRAFF @UNESCO @DPHUNESCO | PARI 8/3/2024

Ki konsekans konparezon sa yo konsènan ipotèz 
sou fòmasyon lang kreyòl yo?



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

http://mit.edu/degraff

http://mit.edu/degraff


Pledwaye George Sylvain (1866–1925)
sou lang kreyòl Ayiti a (Cric ? Crac ! 1901)



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Kontribisyon Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain
nan kreye resous sou bèlte lang kreyòl Ayiti a

« Chodyè ki kuit manje
pa ka al sou tab »



@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024

Ochan Ayibobo pou Pwòf Suzanne Comhaire-Sylvain
✊🇭🇹

Click 👉

http://linguistics.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/aboh-and-degraff-2017-null-theory-of-creole-formation.pdf


Lang manman se manman konesans
(René Descartes, Discours de la méthode 1637)

@MICHELDEGRAFF | 6/7/2024



Refòm
Bernard
(1982)

Clic
k 👉

https://mit-ayiti.net/istwa-politik-lengwistik/
https://mit-ayiti.net/istwa-politik-lengwistik/
https://mit-ayiti.net/istwa-politik-lengwistik/


COC
(2021)

Clic
k 👉

https://math.mit.edu/~hrm/papers/lenouvelliste-eng-20230528.pdf
https://math.mit.edu/~hrm/papers/lenouvelliste-eng-20230528.pdf


De (2) gwo pa ann avan : Cadre d’Orientation Curriculaire
(vèsyon 22 oktòb 2023, paj 29)

Clic
k 👉

http://lingphil.scripts.mit.edu/papers/degraff/DeGraff_Frager_Haynes_2022_History_of_language_policy_in_Haitian_education.pdf


Cadre d’Orientation Curriculaire
(vèsyon 22 oktòb 2023, paj 12)

Kontradiksyon : 

« Égale aisance … » => Multilinguisme ÉQUILIBRÉ

Click 👉

https://mit-ayiti.net/kore-edikasyon/


Yon pa ann aryè : Cadre d’Orientation Curriculaire
(vèsyon 22 oktòb 2023, paj 30)

Egal : Syans, matematik, istwa e latriye se zouti pou ansèyman …. FRANSE !!! 
           Sa se resèt pou ECHÈK alawonn Badè e pou REPWODIKSYON INEGALITE SOSYAL
 ant sila yo ki deja konn pale franse lakay yo ak pitit Sò Yèt k ap eseye 
 aprann syans, matematik e latriye nan yon lang yo pa metrize fen e byen

😱

Click 👉

https://fb.watch/sRkaXlNh4H/


Nan lane 2023 : De (2) pa ann avan epi yon pa ann aryè
(Ata nan KOK 2023 kote kreyòl se lang ansèyman, 

gen pati ladan ki ANTI Descartes)

Clic
k 👉
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